microglia specific gene, TREM2, was found to be strongly associated with late onset AD
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(odds ratio ~ 3; see meta-analysis in Figure 1) 
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While the changes observed in phagocytosis and cytokine production are subtle, M A N U S C R I P T A C C E P T E D 
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Although this could be due to a loss of ongoing microglia phagocytosis leading to 216 plaque growth(27, 82); it is also possible that growth is due to the loss of microglia 
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In AD mouse models haploinsufficient for Trem2(38, 59, 60, 62) or DAP12(38, 
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